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Nullé virtute redemptum — 
A vitiis. Hor. 


iat: MENTIONED in a former paper, 
that a friend of mine was writing 4 
New Treatife on Ethics, or, A Syftem of 


principles and practice of the prefent 
age; in which the extraordinary modefty of the Mo- 
derns would be enlarged on, which has induced them to 
comprehend all the vices, inftead of virtues, in their idea 
of a Fine Gentleman. ‘The work is now finifhed ; and 
the Author has fent me the following letter concerning 
the Dedication, with leave to fubmit it to the public. 
Vor, Il. 5M DEAR 
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Dear Town, 

T= E flatnefs and fulfom infipidity of Dedications has 

often been the fubject of our converfation; and we 
have always agreed, that Authors have mifcarried in 
thefe pieces of flattery, by injudicioufly affronting, when 
they meant to compliment their patrons. The humble 
Dedicator loads his Great Man with virtues totally foreign 
to his nature and difpofition, which fit as aukwardly 
upon him, as lace or embroidery on a chimney-fweeper : 
and fo overwhelms him with the huge mais of learning, 
with which he gracioufly dubs him a {cholar, that he makes 
as ridiculous a figure as the Afs in the Dunciad. After 
having thus bepraifed his patron, till the new Macenas 
is heartily afhamed of himfelf, he wonders that no notice 
is taken of fo pompous an eulogium, and that a Dedi- 


cation fhould be as mere a drug as a fermon. 


Lory in the Relapfe advifes Fa/hion to get into the good 
graces of Lord Foppington by falling in love with his coat, 
being in raptures with his peruke, ravifhed with the gen- 
teel dangle of his fword-knot; and, in fhort, to recom- 
mend himfelf to his noble elder brother, by feeming to 
be captivated with his favourites. In like manner, the au- 
thor, who would make his Dedication really valuable, 
fhould not talk to his patron of his honour, and virtue, 
! a pack of unfathionable qualities, 
which only ferve to difgrace a Fine Gentleman, but 


and integrity, an: 


boldly paint iim what he really is, and at the fame 
time convince !:im of his merit in being a fool, and his 
glory in being a fcoundrel. This mode of Dedication, 
though prope: at all times, will appear with a particular 
good grace, before a Sy/fem of Immoral Philofophy : where- 


fore, 

















XUM 


No, 122. The CONNOISSEUR. 735 


fore, as my book is now finifhed, I have here fent you 
a rough draught of the Epiftle Dedicatory, and hall be 
glad to hear your opinion of it. 


May it pleafe your Grace! or, My Lord! or, Sir! 

You are in every point fo complete a Fine Gentle- 
man, that the following treatife is but a faint tranfcript of 
your accomplifhments. There is not one qualification, 
requifite in the character of a man of : fpirit, which you 
do not poflefs. Give me leave therefore, on the préefent 
occafion, to point forth your ineftimable qualities to the 
world, and hold up to the public view fo glorious an 
example. 


You diftinguifhed yourfelf fo early in life, and exalted 
yourfelf fo far above the common pitch of vulgar Bucks, 
that you was diftinguifhed, before the age of twenty, 
with the noble appellation of Srac. And when I con- 
fider the many gallant exploits you have performed, the 
number of rafcally poltroons you have fent out of the world, 
the number of pretty little foundlings you have brought 
into it, how many girls you have debauched, how many 
women of quality you have intrigued with, and how 
many hogfheads of French wine have run through your 


body, I cannot help contemplating you as a Stac of 
the firft head. 


W uA T great reafon have you to value yourfelf on your 
noble Atchievements at 4rthur’s! the fums you formerly 
loft, and thofe you have lately won, are amazing inftances 
of your fpirit and addrefs; firft, in venturing fo deeply 
before you was let into the fecret, and then, in manag- 
ing it with fo much adroitnefs and dexterity, fince you 


have 
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have been acquainted with it. Nobody cogs the dice, or 
packs the cards half fo fkilfully; you hedge a bet with 
uncommon nicety; and are a moft incomparably fhrewd 
judge of the odds. 


N or have your exploits on the Turf rendered you lefs 
famous. Let the annals of Pond and Heber deliver down 
to pofterity the glorious account of what plates you have 
won, what matches you made, and how often the 
Knowing Ones have been taken in, when, for private 
reafons, you have found it neceflary that your horfe 
fhould run on the wrong fide of the poft, or be di- 
ftanced, after winning the firft heat. I need not mention 
your own {kill in Horfemanfhip, and in how many 
matches you have condefcended to ride yourfelf; for 
in this particular it muft be acknowledged that you 
cannot be outdone even by your groom or jockey. 


At the world will witnefs the many inftances of your 
Courage, which has been often tried and exerted in 
Hyde-Park, and behind Montague-Houfe: nay, you have 
fometimes been known to draw your fword moft 
heroicly at the opera, the play, and even at private 
routes and afflemblies. How often have you put to 
flight a whole army of watchmen, conftables, and 
beadles, with the juftices at their head! You have 
cleared a whole bawdy-houfe before you, and taken 
many a tavern by ftorm: you have pinned a waiter 
to the ground, and have befides proved yourfelf an ex- 
cellent markfman, by fhooting a poft-boy flying. With 
fo much valour and firmnefs, it is not to be doubted, 
but that you would behave with the fame intrepidity, 


if occalions called, upon Hounflow-Heath, or in Maiden- 
head-Thicket : 


XUN 
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head-Thicket: and, if it were neceffary, you would as 
boldly refign yourfelf up to the hands of ack Ketch, 
and {wing as genteely as Maclean or Gentleman Harry. 
The fame noble fpirit would likewife enable you to 


aim the piftol at your own head, and go out of the 
world like a man of honour and a gentleman. 


Bur your Courage has not rendered you infufceptible 
of the fofter paffions, for which your heart has been 
ever inclined. To fay nothing of your gallantries with 
women of fafhion, your intrigues with milliners and 
mantua-makers, or your feducing of raw country girls, 
and innocent tradefmens daughters, you have formerly 
been fo conftant in your devoirs to Mrs. Douglajs, and 


the whole fifter-hood, that you facrificed your health 


and conftitution in their fervice. But above all, witnefs 


that {weet delicate creature, whom you have now in 
keeping ; and for whom you entertain fuch a ftrong and 
faithful paffion, that for her fake you have tenderly and 
affectionately deferted your wife and family. 


Tuovucu from your elegant tafte for pleafures you 
appear made for the gay world, yet thefe polite Amufe- 
ments have not called off your attention from the 
more ferious ftudies of Politics and Religion. In Politics 
you have made fuch a wonderful proficiency, both in 
theory and practice, that you have difcovered the good 
of your country to be a mete joke, and confirmed 
your. own intereft, as well as eftablifhed your confe- 
quence in the proper place, by fecuring half a dozen 
Boroughs. As to Religion, you foon unraveled every 
tnyftery of that, and not only know the Bible to be as 


romantic as the Alcoran, but have alfo written feveral 


Vou. II. N volumes 
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volumes to make your difcoveries plain to meaner capa- 


cities. The ridiculous prejudices of a foolifh world un- 


happily prevent your publifhing them at prefent ; but you 
have wifely provided that they fhall one day fee the 
light, when 1 doubt not they will be deemed invaluable, 
and be as univerfally admired as the pofthumous works 


of Lord Bolingbroke. 





I am, 
May it pleafe your Grace, 
or, My Lord, 
or, Sir, 


in humble admiration of your excellencies, 


&e. &e. &e. 
O 


fut is Publifred, 
In Two Neat Pocket Volumes, Price Six Shillings bound, 
The CONNOISSEUR revifed and correéted. 
With a new Tranflation of the Moftos and Quotations. 
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